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/seems to have; made upon Mr. llowells, when lie
met the poet at PfafF's early in the sixties.

The critic I have alluded to inferred Hecnsc in
the man from liberty in the poet. He did not have
the gumption to .see that Whitman made, the ex-
perienee of all men his own, and that his scheme in-
cluded the evil as well as the good; that especially
did he exploit the unloosed, all-loving, all-accepting
natural man, -......the man who is done with conven-
tions, illusions, and all morbid pietisms, and who
gives himself lavishly to all that begets and sustains
life. Yet not the natural or carnal man for his own
sake, luit for the sake of the spiritual meanings and
values to which he Is the key. Indeed, Whitman is
about the most uncompromising .spiritualist in litera-
ture; with him, all things exist by and for the soul.
He felt the tie of universal brotherhood, also, us
few have fell it. It was not a theory with him, but
a fact that shaped his life and colored his poems.
%> Whoever degrades another degrades me,'* and the
thought fired hi.s imagination.
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The .student of Whitman's life* and works will be
early struck by three* things, his sudden burst
into song, I he maturity of his work from the first,
and his self knowledge and self-estinuite. The fit
ijf inspiration came upon him suddenly; it wan like
the flowering of the orchards in spring; there was
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